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DEATH OF SECRETARY HAY.
In the death of Secretary of Stale

John Hay there has passed from the
stage of human action one of (tie
foremost diplomats of tint day. Un¬
der his administration the department
which lias been presided over by some

of the ablest men America has pro¬
duced, has had its contests witli other
nations and in the results which have
accrued Amerlon us have had no rea¬

son to he ashamed of the showing
made by their representatives.
Much of the work which lias been

done under his direction has been
along the line of what has been ridi¬
culed abroad as "shirt sleeve diplo¬
macy/' It has alined at honest deal¬
ings ami at results, rather than at
masterful double-dealing und expert-
liess in the gentle art of diplomatic
hying.
Not only as a high officer of the fed-

oral government, but as a pure und up¬
right citizen will Mr. Hay's loss lie
felt. No one muy read the delight¬
ful poems which have come front bis
pen without seeing behind them some

of the delightful chnrnctcrlslica of the
man. As a public official and as a

unit in lite great American common¬
wealth he has met the demands of
citizenship. May his high example
long remain to inspire the youth of
the country.

EXPENSE OF THE PRIMARIES.
Tin/ Norfolk Landmark continues its

crusade in behalf of primaries in
which the expenses shall he paid out
'if the State treasury. In n recent
review uf some of the objections of¬
fered our Norfolk contemporary said:
"One of our contemporaries sug¬

gests that ii would not. be fair to
malic u primary law applying to only
one party. To be sure, it would not;
and no advocate of the proposition ad¬
vocates such unfairness. The law
should apply to the two leading par¬
lies of tho SliHe, 111 least.
"Another contemporary fears Hint to

remove all he financial difficulties
would tempi u horde or candidates in¬
to the Held. We reply thai there is
no reason to expect any more candi¬
dates than etiler at general elections;
and even If more did enter, what of
ii? The expense (¦> the public would
not be increased.
"The State of Minnesota has for

several years had a State primary
law of the kind mentioned, and it
rcocms to he giving decided satisfac¬
tion. If Minnesota, why not Virginia?
"The State Democratic cbmmltiec,

In our opinion, was entirely right in
not leaving the primary to chance.
II i' had assigned In the local piiriv
authorities the function of collecting
the lands by canvnss, one-third of the
counties in the Slate might have boon
unrepresented in the voting. There
was nothing for tin state committee
to do hut to make sure that a general
primary would be held, and tho only
way of making sure was to assess the
candidates."
Commenting upon the example sH

by the Newport News commit*Co in
reference to bearing (he cost of Ih-j
State primary, the Landmark has this
to say:
"Tin Democrats of the city of New¬

port News have shown that any com
niuulty which does not wish to take
the candid;';. i' money can avoid it.
The cost of tin primary at Ncw|>ori
News will be paid by rmitribu'.l .!><<
from the Democrats of thai city, ai:d
the various candidates will have just

that much money refunded to them
by the State committee. It should
not be overlooked, however, than the
admirable example set by Newport
News is due largely to the fact that
the city Democratic committee had a

surplus on hand froni the recent pri¬
mary fur city ollleos, and it was agreed
that this surplus should be used to pay
the city's share of the cost of the
State primary. What Newport News
would have done had there been no

such surplus Is more or less problem¬
atic."
The same action has been taker, in

sonic counties and cities where n sur¬

plus did not exist and we believe it
would lie practically unanimous if the
matter were properly presented to the
Democratic voters of the State.

AI the same time we hope to see

the tiny when State primaries will be
held under State laws and We hope
lim I one feature of the statute wili
r quire a preliminary declaration of
ore:, party allegiance at least ;dx
mouths in advance of the primary.

AS TO MR. LOOMIS.

Our hypercritical contemporary, the
esteemed New York Evening Tost,
docs not seem lb be especially im¬
pressed with the elaborate state¬
ment of the Howen-I.oomis ease
which Hon. William II. Tali
bus so kindly bad printed and
sent out. from the war depart¬
ment, for we lind In the columns of
our contemporary the following note:
"How far must u man be smirched

before he is tod shady for the stale
department? To judge by Hie Tafl
report, all mere irregularities are eon-

doiinhlc and subject only to fatherly
rebuke. Nu one has yet proved that
Mr. IxioiuiK lias robbed a till or ac¬

cepted a bribe; accordingly, Mr. Toft
opines that nothing "disqualifies him
from service as minister in the diplo¬
matic service." Of such a view, one

can only say that it falls to re-cognize
any Huer Standard than that of law.
It displays a certain obtuseness to
liner considerations of personal honor.
It Is a characteristic expression of tin

administration that in many instances
lias made "hustle" the sole criterion
of public service."

In continentlug upon the forogoing|
the Florida Times-Union holds Hint
"Mr. Ilowen is justly censured for a

gross breach of good taste, but. for
nothing eise, There is nothing in the
record fu throw doulit on bis honesty.
Ho was only trying 10 do in I lie wrong
way what he should have done in the
right way. If he bad reported to I he
state department alone everything he
reported to the state department and
the public as well be would have done
a praiseworthy act. Hut circumstances
point to dishonesty in the ease of Mr.
I.oomis, and an additional and lo most

people convincing circumstances is
found in the fact (bat be is hiding
the documents that would settle the
question. Why hiding them? Mr.
I towen is blamed for circulating re¬

ports about .Mr. I.oomis in Caracas, a

city 'seelblue with scandal' about
diplomats. Mr. lx)omis is only mildly
censured for acting in such u way as
to bring suspicion on himself and dis¬
grace on the position tie tilled and the
nut ion lie represented."
A number id' the most Influential

newspapers in I ho (.out.lry take :¦
similar view nf the ease ami wo have
mi doubt that Mr. I.oomis will have
a bard fight to secure confirmation for
any important post to which be may
lie appointed by Ills great and good
friend in the White House.

The administration lias laid down
the principle that high executive of¬
ficers of the government should not
lie rcnppohilcd to third terms. in
the Wallace ease the doctrine that the
same olllcers must not use their posi¬
tion to advance their personal inter¬
ests is laid down. Unless the pension
system is to be extended to I litt I .class
of olllciuls it looks as if I lie public
service is not a very promising pro¬
fession for the average young man, un¬
less be goes ahead, like Wallace did.
and shocks the administration by his
remarkable lack of "patriotism."

The Ohio Democrats have adopted
a good platform, but it will not appeal
to the hide-bound voters of the Muek-
eye Stale. It says too much about
graft ami too little about those im¬
practicable nothings about which the
spellbinders speak and which throw
(he "intelligent voter" into spasms of
patriotic fervor, which cause him to
forget I he deeds of inen who consider
public ollicc an opportunity lo plunder
Ute public.

Ii is remarkable bow much good
fellowship (here is between the Civil
war veterans who do not have to make¬
up in cussing now wiiat they lacked
in service ami bravery during the try¬
ing days from I Mil to 1805.

Hon. William II. Taft, despite his
»<50 pounds of avordiipois .'...¦eins to lie
having a rather dlflleult time holding
down the lid of the Panama Canal
Commission. Kvery now and then
something escapes.

Standard Oil had botler surrender.
Colonel Ciiffey has now put on Iiis
war paint and Is trailing the octopus
in Pennsylvania.

ITALIAN GARDENS.
The Ccilnr, Oprui« ami (he OrancjceTree MIiikIo Their Pollaffe.
Perhaps nothing nbout. Italian gar¬

dens strikes us ns so'wonderful as the
nrbor walks, or pergolas, where nature
seems so absolutely docile to the bund
of man. The desire Is to make a dense
shade.a retreat where one can shut
out the hot suu.aud to create this trees
of a great many different sorts have
been planted close together and their
branches so carefully Interwoven that
they form n complete trellla ou tho two
Bides and above, bo that cedar, cypress,
orange and lemon trees mingle their-
foliage, all seeming to bo lighted up
by the pale golden globes of the fruit.
With us the merest twigs of such trees
would be supposeil to have a stubborn
individuality, rendering it Impossible
to train them to take the place of vines.
In Italy for centuries everything has
boon done to create a grateful shade at
noon, where one can rest or sleep and
leave the world outside to the cicadas.
Unit, when thousands of them take
voice together at once, make rather a
soothing sound. Along the terraces of
the Villa Cnrlotta, on tho lake of
Coino, these covered arbor walks lead
Into groves of Ilexes, and there until
past midsummer out of the silence and
coolness the nightingales slug not only
nil night, but nil day long.
In spile of the lavish beauty of the

land, the Impression that remains after
Stimmer travel hi Italy Is of the In¬
habitants living very close to nature,
almost subordinating her operations
to their own needs. Nature Is so prun¬
ed, so tended, her least effort bo press¬
ed luto the service of mnn. The plumy
cypresses, it Is true, have nothing to do
but Htnnd sentinel by the belvlderc ter¬
races; so with the Ilexes, lint the pop¬
lars ore trimmed to flagpoles for the
sake of fngots, and every leaf of tho
mulberry trees, across which tho vines
fling their festoons nud garlands, Is
destined to food the silkworms, and
ns noon as the maggots are ready to
cat, tho pennants, with huge bags, mount
the trees nnd strip each branch of Its
foliage. The olive orchards that mako
a Bllver mist on the hillsides are busy
perfecting their useful harvest.
"Wherever a ledge of rock offers an

Italian peasant mukös n garden, carry¬
ing up the soil sometimes Into nlmost
Inaccessible places. Hut there he will
plant leeks, herbs, snlnd and beans, be¬
sides a patch of wheat, the latter not
for tho hnlf loaf of broad It might
moke, but to furnish straw to plnlt
bats In winter.
Nature Is no niggard. The little red

popples blossom out of every cranny
nnd chink und make a blaze of color
In the most unexpected places. Olean¬
der« have n way of tossing tbelr tufts
of rosy blossoms nlong the white walls,
Bengal roses, clove pinks, cnrnatlons
and larkspurs grow wherever they can
bo tended und n little rill of wntcr di¬
rected to their use, but the summer of
Italy Is of gront heat, and nftcr the
groat gush of flowers In spring the
vaunted Italian gardens remain dry
Intersections of grnvelrd pnlhs with
clipped hedges, lllghls of steps, urns
and statues. Nothing enn bo dearer to
nrtlstlo taste, but for the real Joy of
gardening nothing can hn equal to
what the poet Gray culled having "a
garden of your own, when; you plant
nnd 'transplant and are dirty and
amused.". Philadelphia Ledger.

ntril ItiHplroA MilMto.
One of the most pathetic scenes re¬

membered from the e"oerlences of an
unhappy genius Is giv«o, among other
facts, about Heellioveil In the "Life of
Sir Herbert Stanley Oakclcy." The
great composer delighted In the out¬
door world, lie loved a tree, he once
declared, with pardonable exaggera¬
tion, "bolter than a man."
After ho had become stone deaf he

visited the valley of llelllgenstndt, near
Vienna, where he bud stayed In other
and happier days.
"Here," he said to the friend who ac¬

companied him, "I composed my 'Pas¬
toral Symphony,' and bore the birds
composed with me. Can you hear n
yellow hummer?"
"No." wrote his friend on the conver¬

sation slate. "And in the symphony I
only remember the nightingale, tpjall
and cuek so."
Ho believed certain phrases to have

been mount for a direct Imitation of
certain birds, but Beethoven's method
wiih a more poetic one. The birds hud
inspired htm; they had "composed"with
him. Hul they biul done It by contrib¬
uting unconsciously to the Joyous har¬
mony of the scene.
Beethoven In answer to bis friend's

suggestion took the sin to nnd wrote
upon It n passage for the flute In the
"Brook Scene." That was what the
yellow hammer bad Inspired hbn to do.

The «'IlrrnltiliiK Cnve."
In the western part of North Caro¬

lina, in the mountains known ns the
Fork range, js located the most remark-
able cavern now known to exist. It Is
culled the Breathing cave aud Is cer¬
tainly a most wonderful natural curi¬
osity. During the summer months a
current of air conies from It which
Is so strong that a full grown man can¬
not walk against It, nnd In winter the
Inrush of nlr Is equally strong. At
times n most unpleasant odor Is emit¬
ted from the cave, which Is supposed
to be from the carcasses of dead ani¬
mals which have been sucked In and
killed by coming in contact with the In¬
ner walls of the Inanimate, breathing
monster. During the spring month's,
wbon tho change from Inhalation to
exhalation takes place, the air Is illled
with pellets of hair, dry bones, small
claws, etc., which are supposed to come
from creatures sucked Into this dryland maelstrom In times passed. Manyscientists have visited and revisited the
place for the purpose of studying its
peculiarities, but still the mystery re¬
mains unexplained.

s UK DA I LI PRESS has scoured a large number
of colored art engravings, which will be given
to the readers of this paper. There are four
pictures in the set, representing the seasons,
Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring, on heavyenamel paper.

The only condition required to secure a set
of these Art Pictures is that one month's sub¬

scription to the Daily Press be paid iu advance. Old and
new subscribers are entitled to these pictures on the above
basis.

The DA IIA' PKhSS is an up-to-date morning paperand the only paper oil the Virginia Peninsula receiving the
full Associated Press -ervice.

8 The Price of the Daily Press
For One Month is 50 Cents.

8
Upon receipt of 60 ceutö the pictures will be wrappedand mailed to out of town subscribers.
The' pictures may bs secured at 25 cents per set or 10

ceuts each.
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We have just finished mounting up some
small diamonds in Soltaire ring Settings.
We have about twenty on hand.white,
brilliant stones in stylish 14- Karat Set-
tiugs at the remarkable price of

Best work, best service, best prices.
That is for you.

Reliability and promptness Is our |*.-
motto, and wo live up to it, as nil of Hl

our customers will testify. Drop us a

postal, or call 'phono No. 10.

J. R. SPRAGUE
Manufacturing Jeweller

A Bird in the Hand
Is worth two In the bush," bo don't run
around trying to find finer whiskies
ginB, brandies or tablo wines than you
can find here, and waste valuable
lime. You will never be able to match
our choke velvety whiskies or our fine
gins and brandies no matter whoro
you go, and you will always find our
prices reasonable.
We also supply the family trade with

bottled beer, delivered anywaer* Id
the city.

AND LIQUOR CO,
2606 Washington Avenue,

Hell 'phono. 19; Citizens .phono. Ill

Increased Ability t ^ tIncreased Salary.
Others have.why not you?

consult the International CorrespondenceSchools. Oflices, rooms 0-11 Colemau Uldg.,
2615 Washington Ave.

T. L. FARRAR, Representative.

WHEN ITS F*HOBBUS
GET YOUR MEALS AT

Fuller's Hotel
American aud Knropean plan; everything to eat

at popular prices. Oysters, fish, clams and crabs a

specialty. Kates, $1.50 and $2.00 per day.
Ten minutes ride on street car to Old Point,

Hampton, Soldiers' Home, Normal School and Buckroe
Meach. Thirty miiiütea to Newport News.


